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PREVIOUS MATCH: Strongsville (17-1-3) took  on the Toledo St. John’s Titans (14-8-0) in the Region 2 Final on Saturday, November 7th and had to come-from-behind to earn their 4th trip to the State Semi-Finals.  The Titans Junior Midfielder Adam Montague put St. John’s on top in the 11th minute converting a Ryan Peterson pass.  The 2nd half saw the Mustangs use the gusting wind,that blew out of the south, to their advantage as they continually pressed the attack.  St. John goalkeeper Chip Searles made several key saves but in with just nine minutes remaining the Mustangs finally equalized.  JR MF Nate Langhals long thru ball off a counterattack found JR F Vlad Lekarev clear of the Titan defense and he calmly slotted the ball past Searles.  The Mustangs continued to look for the winner but couldn’t find it.  St. Johns had the best chance to win the game in the final two minutes when a free kick was headed on by Montague off the post to Kyle Bennett whose header was smothered by Mustang SR GK Alex Ivanov on the line.  The overtime saw St. John’s win the toss and elect to take the wind advantage.  Montague had a great chance making a great run down the left side and striking a hard shot from 14 yards that Ivanov parried over the bar.  Strongsville would get the game-winner with 7:56 on the clock in the first overtime when JR D Travis Bosanac would serve a long thru ball down the right flank to Lekarev.  He would beat the Titan defender and the on-rushing Searles to the ball.  His shot in to an empty net set off pandemonium for the Mustang faithful.    
Mustangs vs. Toledo St. John’s

YR
RESULT

SCORE     TYPE GAME

1997
    W

1-0

I

2006
    W

2-0

T/RF
2009
    W

2-1(1stOT)
T/RF

Overall

3-0-0

Tournament
2-0-0

TODAY’S MATCH:  Strongsville and St. Ignatius will meet for the 28th time overall and a 4th State Tournament match-up in the history between the two programs.  St. Ignatius holds a slight edge overall (12-9-6) with the Mustangs winning two previous tournament contests(2-1).  The Wildcats defeated the Mustangs the last time they faced each other in tournament action, a thrilling 1999 double overtime shootout victory in the District Final at the Ehrnfelt Soccer Complex.  St. Ignatius is the #1 ranked team in the nation with a 21-0 record with the Mustangs finishing #5 n the OHSAA State Poll.  Strongsville has earned recognition in the ESPN Rise Magazine Fab 50 poll much of the year and were at #13 in the most recent ranking with St. Ignatius at #1.
Mustangs vs. St. Ignatius in OHSAA State Tournament

YR
RESULT

SCORE     TYPE GAME

1992
    W

1-0

T/DSF

1997
    W

2-0

T/STSF

1999
    L

1-2 2OT/SO
T/DF

Overall vs. St. Ignatiius


9-12-6

Tournament



2-1-0

NEXT UP: The OHSAA State Final will be played on Friday, November 13th at 7pm at Columbus Crew Stadium vs. the winner of the #2 Gahanna Lincoln and # 9 Beavercreek match.  
NOTES:  SR Matt Griesinger is now tied for 2nd place on the All-Time list in number of games played in his career with John Grebenc(2002-05) and Michael Green(2004-07) with 78.  SR Mike Matlock moved in to a tie for 3rd place with Chad Gleske(1987-90) in number of games played with 76 and is in the 10th spot, with Gleske(1987-90), on the All-Time list in goals scored with 28.  Matlock also is in the #10 spot in points earned in his career with 79 jumping past Bob Hoyt(1984-85).  Matlock also is in the 7th spot All-Time in assists earned with 23 for his career. SR GK Alex Ivanov’s shutout vs. North Olmsted was his 13th career clean sheet putting him in a tie for 7th place on the All-Time List in shutouts earned with Keith Palma(2002).  Ivanov has played in 26 contests in his career which puts him alone in 10th place on the All-Time list in games played by a goalkeeper.  Strongsville is now 4-5 in Regional Final games.  Regional Championships: 1991-1997-2006-2009
