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SEASON OUTLOOK:  The Strongsville Mustangs Boys Soccer team, coming off another stellar season in which they finished with an overall record of 17-2-3, took their 2nd consecutive NOC Valley Division Title with a perfect 4-0-1 mark and made a deep run in the OHSAA State Tournament, enter 2010 with much optimism for continued success. The only two losses the Mustangs suffered were at the hands of nemesis St. Ignatius losing 3-0 in the regular season and dropping a 1-0 decision in the State Semi-Finals.  The Mustangs will be led by 2-year letter winner and Captain SR D Vlad Lekarev(Strongsville Post Player of the Year, All Sun News, 1st team All NOC Valley Division and Honorable Mention All-Greater Cleveland).  Lekarev earned US Soccer Academy honors by being named to the U16 Academy Starting XI out of nearly 1500 players in the Academy program this summer.  Lekarev was the teams leading goal scorer last season (15G-3A=33Pts).  He will either anchor a strong defense that returns three starters or team up front with our 2nd leading goal scorer and 3rd leading point getter in JR F Bryan Wolanski (10G+2A=22Pts).  3-year Letter winners SR D Chris Hoffman(3G-1A=7Pts) and SR MF Nathan Langhals(4G+6A=14Pts) were also chosen by their teammates to Captain the team.  Hoffman(Honorable Mention ALL-NOC) will return to anchor the center of the defense and Langhals(1st Team All-NOC and Honorable Mention All-Greater Cleveland) will hold the midfield together.  3rd Year Letter Winner Wolanski earned Honorable Mention All-Greater Cleveland honors last season and will be counted on to produce up front much as he did last season.  SR D Jeff Petit(Honorable Mention All-NOC) and SR D Travis Bosanac return with Petit expected to hold down the left back position he earned last season and Bosanac looking to recover from knee surgery will compete for a spot at right back.  Bosanac is also a place-kicker for the football team along with JR D/MF Jarrod Nadzan.  Nadzan should compete for time in the back or midfield.  The Midfield sees four more returning letter-winners in SR MF David Murrow(2G+10A=14Pts), SR MF Michael Cook(1G+3A=5Pts), SR MF/D Michael Chips(1G+1A=3Pts), SR MF Mwoyo Chinoda(1G+4A=6Pts) and JR MF Mario Suarez.  Murrow(1st Team All-NOC and Honorable Mention All-Greater Cleveland) led the team in assists last season and is expected to run the center of the midfield along with Suarez.  Cook(Honorable Mention All-Greater Cleveland) and Chinoda will play either left or right midfield with possible stints in the center of the midfield.  Chips versatility will be tested as he will compete for time either at right back or in the midfield.  SR D/MF Cody Mizerik, SR D/MF Kyle Rottinger and SR F/MF Jamie Jindra are expected to make significant contributions to the success of the team.  Mizerik has looked good playing in the wide midfield role and Rottinger has done well in multiple roles in the back and midfield.  Jindra has made his presence known up front during the pre-season.  JR MF Chris Mir-Salimi will push for significant playing time in the midfield.  The goalkeeping duties will see a competitive battle between SR’s Austin Earley and Justin Fink.  Earley saw time in only 40 minutes of varsity action last season as Ohio State walk-on Alex Ivanov playing the rest of the minutes last year.  Fink saw significant time between the posts on JVA.     
SCHEDULE OUTLOOK: The Mustangs schedule is peppered with quality local opponents this season as they take only one significant out of town trip.  Added to the schedule is a trip to Copley to face the Indians in the Mustangs season opener on August 25th.  The home opener is on Saturday, August 28th at 7pm against Shaker Heights(#10 in last seasons GCSSCA Final Poll).  Another new opponent to the schedule is Avon Lake(Home Saturday, September 4th 7pm).  Three of our five NOC Valley Division contests are at home this season as we open defense of our NOC Title hosting Twinsburg at 7pm on Wednesday, September 15th.  We travel to Stow on Saturday, September 18th for a 3pm contest against the Bulldogs.  Solon (Wednesday, October 6th 7pm and Medina (Wednesday, October 13th 7pm) round out the home conference matches.  The regular season concludes in a final NOC battle at Hudson’s Lavelli Field on Saturday, October 16th at 3pm (NOTE TIME CHANGE ON THIS GAME).  The highlight of the schedule is a trip to the Gateway City Soccer Classic in St. Louis to face Chaminade College Prep of St. Louis (8:15pm Friday, October 1st and Greensboro Day School (ESPN Rise Magazine Pre-Season Rank #32) on Saturday, October 2nd at 7:15pm.  The annual battle with rival St. Ignatius is sandwiched between the Solon and Medina matches on Saturday, October 9th.  The game is slated for a 5pm kickoff as part of a boy-girls doubleheader with the girls facing rival North Royalton at 7pm at the Ehrnfelt Soccer Complex.  
SEASON OPENER: This is the 1st regular season meeting between Strongsville and Copley since 1985.  The two teams met in the Brunswick District Semi-Final last year with the Mustangs coming out on top 2-1.  The Mustangs have not won a regular season contest against the Indians.
Copley

YR
RESULT

SCORE     
TYPE GAME

1984
    L

3-4

       I

1984
    L

0-1

       I

1985
    L

1-2

       I

2009
   W

2-1

 T/DSF

Overall

1-3-0

Tournament
1-0-0

HOME OPENER: The Mustangs host Shaker Heights on Saturday, August 28th at 7pm at the Ehrnfelt Soccer Complex.  This is only the 2nd meeting between the Red Raiders and Mustangs.  Shaker earned a #10 ranking in the Final GCSSCA Poll in 2009.

Shaker Heights

YR
RESULT

SCORE     TYPE GAME

1997
    W

2-1

I

Overall

1-0-0

GCSSCA FINAL 2009 POLL
1. St. Ignatius

160
2. Strongsville
144
3. North Royalton
110
4. North Olmsted
104

5. Brush

  94

6. Lakewood

  63

7. St. Edward

  61

8. Westlake

  44

9. Brecksville

  36
10. Shaker Hts.
  
  32

Others Receiving Votes: Mayfield, Amherst, Mentor, Avon Lake, Eastlake North, Geneva
Mustang Opponents in Bold Face
OSSCA FINAL POLL 2009

1. St. Ignatius


80
16-0-0

2. Gahanna Lincoln

71
14-0-1
3. Massillon Jackson

65
15-1-0
4. Olentangy Orange

53
13-1-1
5. Strongsville

48
12-1-3

6. Mason


39
13-1-2

7. Toledo St. Francis DeSales
25
11-3-1
8. Sycamore


20
13-1-1

9. Beavercreek


18
10-2-4

10. Centerville

  
10
9-0-6

Others Receiving Votes: Perrysburg, Fairfield
Mustang Opponents in Bold Face
NOTES: Strongsville will face two opponents receiving early ESPN Rise Magazine poll recognition in St. Ignatius(#5 ) and Greensboro(NC) Day School(#32).  The Mustangs have earned a #10 ranking in the early pre-season poll.    
NORTHEAST OHIO CONFERENCE

2009 VALLEY DIVISION 
FINAL STANDINGS
Team

Record

Points

Strongsville
4-0-1

13

Hudson

2-1-2

8

Medina

2-1-2

8

Stow

1-3-1

4

Twinsburg
0-1-4

4

Solon

0-3-2

2

